
Survey	for	Mayor	and	Council	Member	Candidates	
Please	return	by	Monday,	February	26,	2024	

	
Informa(on	About	You:	

	
Name:		______________________________	
	
1. Do	you	have	personal	pet(s)?	Yes	_____	No	_____	Were	they	adopted?		Yes	_______				No		________			

	
2. If	you	have	personal	pet(s),	are	they	spayed	and/or	neutered?	Yes	_______				No	________			

	
3. If	your	pet	is	not	spayed	or	neutered,	what	is	the	reason	they	are	not?	

	
	
	

	
4. How	do	you	contain	your	pets	so	they	are	not	allowed	to	roam?	

	
	
	
	

5. Have	you	visited	and/or	volunteered	at	the	local	city	shelter	or	either	of	the	rescue	sites	any	-me	in	the	last	two	
years?	Yes	_______				No		________	.			If	your	site	visit	was	not	to	volunteer,	what	was	the	purpose	of	your	visit?	

	
	
	
	
	
Information	Regarding	Mayor/Council	Member’s	Role	in	Animal	Welfare:	

	
1. In	 your	 opinion,	 what	 is	 the	 role	 of	 the	 Mayor	 and	 City	 Council	 members	 regarding	 animal	 welfare	 in	

Natchitoches?	
	
	
	
	
	

2. In	your	opinion,	what	policies	should	be	implemented	regarding	handling	abandoned	animals?	
	
	
	
	
	

3. In	 your	 opinion,	 how	 should	owners	 be	 addressed	who	have	dogs	 chained	without	proper	 shelter,	 food,	 and	
water?			
	

	
	
	



4. In	your	opinion,	what	constitutes	“proper”	shelter	for	a	dog?

5. Would	you	be	willing	to	pass	and	support	a	spay	and	neuter	law	requiring	all	pet	owners,	not	licensed	to	breed,
to	have	their	pets	spayed	or	neutered?		If	not,	please	explain.

Yes	_______				No	________

6. Would	you	be	willing	to	pass	and	support	an	ordinance	requiring	licensing	and	permitting	for	breeding	dogs,	and
what	action	should	be	taken	if	breeders	do	not	adhere	to	the	ordinance?

Yes	____	No	____	Please	Explain.

7. In	your	opinion,	should	animal	abusers	be	prosecuted	to	the	full	extent	of	the	law,	and	what	action	would	you
take	or	what	policies	would	you	implement	and/or	directly	support	to	hold	animal	abusers	accountable?

Yes	_______				No	________				Please	Explain.

8. Would	you	support	a	change	to	the	current	animal	cruelty	ordinance	(Chapter	6,	Article	1,	Sec	6-9	[a]	[15])	that
reads	 "Does	 not	 provide	 horses	 used	 for	 carriage	 rides,	 etc.,	 with	 adequate	 water,	 works	 them	 for	 long
hours,	without	rest,	or	during	the	hottest	part	of	the	day,	or	without	being	shod"	to	read	"Does	not	provide
horses	 used	 for	 carriage	 rides,	 etc.,	 with	 adequate	 water,	 works	 them	 for	 long	 hours,	 without	 rest,	 or	 in
temperatures	above	90	degrees	or	below	32	degrees,	or	without	being	shod"?



	
	

9. What	 is	 your	 opinion	 of	 a	 trap,	 neuter,	 and	 release	 (TNR)	 program	 where	 stray	 and	 feral	 cats	 are	 trapped,	
spayed	 or	 neutered,	 and	 released	 back	 into	 the	 community	 where	 they	 currently	 reside,	 which	 reduces	 an	
increase	 in	 the	 community	 that	 will	 ultimately	 decrease	 the	 population	 through	 attrition	 because	 of	
spaying/neutering?	Will	 you	endorse	 and	 support	 such	 a	program	by	 instituting	protection	 for	 cats	 that	 have	
been	sterilized	and	returned	as	evidenced	by	a	cropped	ear	tip	or	a	tattoo,	and	help	educate	your	community?	

	
	
	
	
	
	

10. What	do	you	see	that	could	be	done	to	better	educate	citizens	about	proper	animal	ownership?	
	
	
	
	
	

11. Currently,	there	is	one	animal	control	deputy	for	the	entire	parish	and	three	animal	control	officers	for	the	city.	
As	we	move	toward	a	new	shelter	that	will	ideally	be	a	cooperative	endeavor	between	FAUNA,	the	parish,	the	
sheriff’s	department,	the	city,	and	the	police	department,	will	you	support	allocating	dedicated	staffing	and/or	
implement	training	of	all	police	officers	on	enforcement	of	animal	related	laws? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Please share any ideas you have on ways the police department and animal control can help our city support the 
well-being of pets and livestock. 

 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Thank	 you	 for	 par-cipa-ng.	Please	 email	 your	 responses	 to	npfauna@gmail.com	or	mail	 to	 FAUNA,	 P.O.	Box	 2552,	
Natchitoches,	LA		71457	to	arrive	on	or	before	February	26,	2024.	


	Name: Dennie Boyt
	Check Box2: Yes
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Yes
	Check Box6: Yes
	Check Box7: Off
	Text8: 
	Text9: We have 2 Yorkies and a Husky who are all treated like family and are inside dogs. They have proper living conditions and are fed well. Additionally, we have a fenced backyard for their protection.
	Check Box10: Off
	Check Box11: Yes
	Text12: 
	Text13: The role the mayor and council should play is the provide the resources as prudently as  possible for the safety and welfare for abandoned animals in cooperation with other organizations. I do not believe animals should be mistreated.
	Text14: Policies should be in place to ensure the safety and welfare of abandoned animals. I would like to see existing policies of other cities and/or organizations.
	Text15: Yes. In my opinion if one does not have proper accommodations for an animal, be it a dog or dogs, horses, etc., they should have them. I DO NOT believe that any animal should be chained up. Lack of food and water in any circumstance is unacceptable.
	Text16: If an inside dog, proper bedding, a kennel etc. Our dogs are treated like a human. Outside dogs should a proper shelter with shade in the summer and warmth in the winter. All three of our dogs are inside dogs, however, they do play outside and come and go thru their doggie door.
	Check Box17: Yes
	Check Box18: Off
	Text19: 
	Check Box20: Yes
	Check Box21: Off
	Text22: I think they should sanctioned and required to follow the provisions of an ordinance. I do not how far reaching an ordinance should go and would like to see an existing ordinance. 
	Check Box23: Yes
	Check Box24: Off
	Text25: I believe that abusers should be held accountable following the law and prosecuted to the full extent of the law. However, I am not familiar with existing law. 
	Text26: Yes, I would support. Owning a Husky we are very cognizant that she cannot take a lot of heat and she drinks lots of water. As for the horse downtown, they should have adequate water and looking back, I cannot recall if I have ever saw available water for the carriage horses downtown. If they do not currently have available water, provisions should be made to o have water.
	Text27: Yes, would be in favor. However, I would like to see what the cost would be and who would pay for it. Hopefully, it could be a cooperative effort by several groups.
	Text28: The use of social media, literature at various places, working with the local veterinarian s in dispensing information to name a few. I am sure there are other ways as well.
	Text29: I am certainly supportive of a cooperative effort by all groups/agencies listed and I do believe police officers should be trained since this is a part of public safety. Before I can allocate staffing I would need to know how much staffing is needed, how much is already available including available volunteers.
	Text30: Without knowing what policies, procedures and accommodations are currently available, I can’t give a proper answer. However, I am supportive in working with all stakeholders in finding solutions to the well being of pets and livestock. I would like to know what facilities are currently available.


